SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 16.8.04

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA

12.  PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW – FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE FOR ENGLAND – CHANGES TO PARISH TOWN COUNCIL ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Boundary Committee for England has now considered all of the comments that were received in connection with their Draft Recommendations for Sandy.

They have publicised their final recommendations in a Statutory Instrument that will be laid before Parliament for adoption.  This is no longer a public consultation document, but those Councils affected are entitled to be consulted on the Draft Order and Map in order to ensure that the details are correct and accurate.

The new arrangements for the County Council will come into effect from 15th October 2004 or the ordinary day of election in 2005.  The new arrangements for the Town Council will come into effect from 15th October 2006 or the ordinary date of election in 2007.  An extract from the Committee's report concerning Sandy is given below:-

"181
The parish of Sandy is currently represented by 15 councillors returned from two parish wards. At present, Ivel ward is represented by six councillors and Pinnacle ward is represented by nine councillors.  In order to reflect the county divisions in the area, we proposed creating two further parish wards and proposed revised names for the four parish wards in our draft recommendations.  We proposed that Ivel East ward should be represented by five parish councillors, Ivel West ward by one parish councillor, Pinnacle ward by three parish councillors and Pinnacle South ward by six parish councillors.

182
In response to our consultation report, we received two comments regarding the number of councillors for our proposed Pinnacle North and South parish wards.  Sandy Town Council and Councillor McMurdo considered that the number of councillors returned in the parish wards of Pinnacle North and Pinnacle South should be two and seven respectively.  However, Sandy Town Council did not provide details of how they arrived at the different figures for the new warding arrangements and Councillor McMurdo used the existing figures to calculate warding arrangements, whereas we used those for the forecast electorate at 2007.  Bearing this in mind, and having confirmed these forecast projections with the County Council, we are content that our proposals for the distribution of councillors in the draft recommendations are correct, and are therefore confirming them as final.

12.  PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW – FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE FOR ENGLAND – CHANGES TO PARISH TOWN COUNCIL ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS (CONTD)

183
We note that Sandy Town Council wished for the parishes to remain unwarded.  However, this is not possible due to the division boundaries that we are recommending in the area, which Sandy Town Council has supported.  It is therefore necessary for us to create these parish wards.

184
Sandy Town Council also proposed changing the names of the proposed Ivel West and Pinnacle North parish wards to Beeston & Ivel and Fallowfield & Pinnacle respectively.  We consider that these names provide a better reflection of the communities represented in each of the parish wards and are therefore adopting them. Having considered all the evidence received, and in light of the support for our proposed divisions in the area, we confirm our draft recommendation for warding Sandy parish as final, with the exception of the name changes outlined above."

Final Recommendation

Sandy Town Council should comprise 15 councillors, as at present, representing four parish wards: Ivel East ward (returning five councillors), Beeston & Ivel (returning one councillor), Fallowfield & Pinnacle (returning three councillors) and Pinnacle South (returning six councillors).  The boundaries between the parish wards are illustrated and named on Map 2.

The map referred to will be tabled.
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